
Clare’s Law – Domestic Violence Disclosure Scheme (DVDS) 
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2.  Why it matters: The aim of the DVDS is to give a person potentially at risk a formal 
means of making enquiries about an individual who they are in a relationship with; so they 
can make an informed decision regarding their continued relationship. DVDS enhances 
previous arrangements whereby disclosure occurred in a reactive way when agencies 
received information about an offender with a violent history.

1. What is Clare’s Law, the Domestic Violence Disclosure Scheme (DVDS) was introduced following the 
death of Clare Woods (1973-2009) who was in a relationship with George Appleton but unaware of his 
violent history of abuse. When the relationship ended Clare was stalked by Appleton, then raped and 
strangled by him before her body was set on fire and later discovered in her home in Salford. At the 
inquest, the coroner said:”… Consideration should be given to the disclosure of such convictions and their 
circumstances to potential victims in order that they can make informed choices about matters affecting 
their safety and that of their children. 

3. Information: Clare’s Law has two main elements: the “Right to Ask” and the “Right to Know”.
Under the scheme an individual or relevant third party (for example, a family member) can ask the police to 
check whether a current or ex-partner has a violent or abusive past. This is the “Right to Ask”. If records show 
that an individual may be at risk of domestic abuse from a partner or ex-partner, the police will consider 
disclosing the information.

The “Right to Know” enables the police to make a disclosure if they receive information about the violent or 
abusive behaviour of a person that may impact on the safety of that person’s current or ex-partner. This could be 
information arising from a criminal investigation, through statutory or third sector agency involvement, or from 
another source of police intelligence.

A disclosure can be made lawfully by the police under the scheme if the disclosure is based on the police’s 
common law powers to disclose information where it is necessary to prevent crime, and if the disclosure also 
complies with established case law, as well as data protection and human rights legislation. It must be 
reasonable and proportionate for the police to make the disclosure, based on a credible risk of violence or harm.
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4.  What to do? Anyone can make an application under the Right to Ask, not just a partner, but family 
members or friends. However information will only be disclosed to the person potentially at risk, not the 
person who requests it unless they are acting as ‘appropriate adult’. The person at risk will not be told who 
made the application.
The Right to Know application is when an agency has information already in their possession that indicates a 

risk.  Under ‘Right to Know’ agencies that come into possession of information should consider requesting a 

disclosure by Police to safeguard potential victims from further crime.

5. Information: As a professional, you can make an application for a disclosure under the ‘Right to Know’. The 
information will only be disclosed to the potential victim.

PLEASE NOTE: if you are working with someone and you have information about their partner or ex-
partner do not ask them to make them an application as you may be putting them at greater risk. 

If you are working with an adult or a young person who expresses concerns, you can encourage them to ask 
for a disclosure under the  ‘Right to Ask’. This can be done at any police station or online Request information 
under Clare's Law: Make a Domestic Violence Disclosure Scheme (DVDS) application | Wiltshire Police. The 
following information will be required - Full details of the person potentially at risk and any children and the 
potential abuser/partner. The decision to disclose will be made by a multi-agency decision panel and the 
rationale for disclosure documented. Remember that one of the most difficult or dangerous times can be 
after the ‘person potentially at risk’ is provided with information and decides to leave/end the relationship.

6. Support: Is provided at disclosure by the police and the specialist 
Independent Domestic Violence Advocate (IDVA). As the person may be at 
high risk of serious injury or homicide at time of separation it is important 
that they get advice from appropriate services re: planning a safe 
separation from the perpetrator and it is also essential to access legal 
advice to protect themselves and any children. 

https://www.wiltshire.police.uk/advice/advice-and-information/daa/domestic-abuse/alpha2/request-information-under-clares-law/


To request information under Clare's Law Swindon: 
Make a Domestic Violence Disclosure Scheme (DVDS) application 
| Wiltshire Police
Home Office Factsheet and Guidance: Domestic Violence 
Disclosure Scheme factsheet - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)
Home Office - Domestic Violence Disclosure Scheme (DVDS) 
Guidance
National Centre for Domestic Violence (NCDV): a free fast 
support service. Domestic Violence & Abuse · Emergency 
Injunction Service (ncdv.org.uk)
Swindon Domestic Abuse Support Service (SDASS) SDASS Health 
IDVA Service – SWA Domestic Abuse
SSP Practice Brief DASH Risk Identification Checklist and MARAC: 
SSP practice brief - DASH risk identification checklist and MARAC -
Swindon Safeguarding Partnership
Lancashire information and leaflet about Clare’s Law webpage -
Clare’s Law - Your right to ask | Latest News | Community 
Gateway Association Access leaflet here.
Safeguarding Hub information about Clare’s Law – Safeguarding 
Hub - Clare’s Law – an underused safeguarding tool - Safeguarding 
Hub

7. Useful Resources 

Sort clip (duration 1 minute) from South Yorkshire Police which 
explains the DVDS scheme. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NFQsQRFL35g

Sort video clip (duration 7 minutes) from Trafford Strategic 
Safeguarding Partnership which explains the DVDS scheme and 

process regarding disclosure by Greater Manchester Police.

Clare's Law - Domestic Violence Disclosure Scheme -
YouTube

https://www.wiltshire.police.uk/advice/advice-and-information/daa/domestic-abuse/alpha2/request-information-under-clares-law/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/domestic-abuse-bill-2020-factsheets/domestic-violence-disclosure-scheme-factsheet
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjU7tCC4uv3AhXJiFwKHQ47AmwQFnoECCsQAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fassets.publishing.service.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fuploads%2Fsystem%2Fuploads%2Fattachment_data%2Ffile%2F575361%2FDVDS_guidance_FINAL_v3.pdf&usg=AOvVaw0avBqcoMzxh_JEshvzVTAP
https://www.ncdv.org.uk/
https://swadomesticabuse.org/our-services/community-support/sdass-health-idva-service/
https://safeguardingpartnership.swindon.gov.uk/downloads/file/1082/ssp_practice_brief_-_dash_risk_identification_checklist_and_marac
https://www.communitygateway.co.uk/latest-news/clares-law-your-right-to-ask-1390/
https://www.communitygateway.co.uk/download.cfm?doc=docm93jijm4n1662.pdf&ver=2312
https://safeguardinghub.co.uk/clares-law-an-underused-safeguarding-tool/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NFQsQRFL35g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NFQsQRFL35g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bhobktnmbZc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bhobktnmbZc


Short video clip (duration 2.39 minutes) What is Clare's 
Law/ A Domestic Violence Disclosure Scheme? -
YouTube

There is also an easy read leaflet and posters available –
Clare's Law and Domestic Violence Disclosure Schemes 
(clareslawexperiencesproject.com)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A4fnLyntKUE&t=136s
https://clareslawexperiencesproject.com/?page_id=377

