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Neglect 
Graded Care 

Profile 2 
(GCP2) 

This  evidence based assessment tool helps practitioners measure the quality of care a  
child is receiving and provides an overview of the current level of care. The grades are based 
on observations and good quality evidence gathered during the assessment period.    
Practitioners need to attend and pass a one-day training course before they can use GCP2. 
Training in Swindon is delivered by a pool of multi-agency staff trained by the NSPCC 
We are currently taking nominations for staff to attend this free training and managers 
should email details of staff who can both attend training and commit to using GCP2 in their 
work to safeguardingpartnership@swindon.gov.uk    
We have already identified some dates in September 2020 although these will be subject to 
Covid-19 social distancing guidance. More information about the GCP2 tool is available at: 
NSPCC - GCP2  

 

 

Child 
Protection 

Conferences 
 

Thanks to your commitment and adaptability, we have been able to hold conferences during 
this challenging time. However, we must continue to make sure that they run in a 
professional manner that is respectful of all participants and especially parents and their 
children. You can help to make conferences a productive experience for all through: 
• the timely preparation and submission of reports;  
• the sharing of those reports with parents; and,  
• thorough preparation for the conference. 
The full guidance for Child Protection Conferences during the Covid-19 pandemic is available 

on the Partnership website at: CP Conferences - Covid-19 
 

 

 

Victims of 
Crime 

My Support Space is for people aged over 16 who have experienced crime and need help to 
cope and move forwards. It is designed for people who are experiencing a low to moderate 
impact after crime. 
Designed to help victims reflect on their feelings after crime and understand how they can 
support themselves during a difficult time, the interactive guides feature videos, techniques, 
activities and tips. There is also an online diary to help keep track of what helps most. 
There is also information about where and how you can access further support, and the 
opportunity to register with SilverCloud, an online therapy system. 

 

 

Mental 
Capacity & 
Deprivation 

of Liberty 

Alex Ruck Keene is a barrister who specialises in the field of mental capacity and mental 
health law. He has produced a series of short webinars that introduce people to the 
fundamentals of the law on Mental Capacity. There are currently three in his ‘shed series’  
covering capacity, best interest & deprivation of liberty and they are available at: 
https://www.mentalcapacitylawandpolicy.org.uk/the-shed-series-so-far/  

 

 

The Right 
Help @ The 
Right Time – 

Join our 
virtual 

classroom 

Based on the SSP guidance ‘The Right Help at the Right Time’ this online workshop will: 

 Help you to understand the thresholds for taking action in response to different levels 
of need and give you practical support in applying them to scenarios drawn from real 
cases. 

 Give you the opportunity to work with colleagues from across the safeguarding 
partnership as you develop a common understanding of the different levels of need and 
risk. 

 Consider how best to share concerns you might have for children you work with to 
ensure that they receive the right help at the right time. 

 Provide you with a better understanding of what to do if you disagree with another 
professional about the best way to meet a child’s needs and how to do this within the 
context of the SSP Escalation policy 
eventbrite - The Right Help @ The Right Time - 17th June 10am 

 

 

SSP 

SSP 
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Domestic 
abuse  and 
COVID-19 

When the lockdown was implemented in the middle of March, one of the biggest concerns 
raised was for the safety of people living with violent or dangerous partners. With the risk 
of services closing – or at least facing severe cutbacks – and stringent social distancing 
measures, it was felt that those at risk of harm would become isolated. In turn, with little 
opportunity to leave the house, experts believed that this would heighten family tensions 
and increase the possibility of abuse happening. 
This report looks at these measures, the support available and the implications for the long-
awaited Domestic Abuse Bill - Leadership Issues in Social Care - DA & Covid-19 

 

 

 
 

 

Sextortion 

Since the start of the Covid-19 pandemic the police are seeing a rise in the number of people 
targeted by both sexualised phishing emails and crimes of sextortion. The number of 
reported sextortion incidents have tripled in the last year. 
As people comply with the Government's lockdown measures and stay at home they are 
adapting their behaviour and spending more time online for education, work, shopping, and 
socialising. The criminal network are adapting too, aiming to take advantage of those online 
and the errors in judgement that people sometime make. 
Further information on sextortion is available from the National Crime Agency - Advice & 
Support for Victims and Wiltshire Police - Sexualised Phishing and Sextortion 

 

 

Checklist - 
Safeguarding 

people in 
‘closed’ 

environments 

 

Whorlton Hall & Winterbourne Hall highlighted the risks of ‘closed’ environments. During a 
pandemic, this clearly is a much wider issue. Both institutions had passed external 
inspections yet shocked all who watched the expose filmed within their walls of staff 
treatment of learning disabled residents.  
This tool is aimed at both senior managers and front-line practitioners. It is based on a 
review of evidence from serious case reviews & other research about what to look out for 
when reviewing placements or ‘closed’ environments where people may be experiencing 
abuse. In the current climate, with so many establishments instituting ‘closed door’ policies 
to keep out potential Covid-19 infections, more vigilance than ever is needed. 
ADASS Checklist – ‘Closed’ Environments 

 

 

 
 

 

New-borns under lockdown 
https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/publication/lockdown-babies/  
Imagine bringing a new baby home into a family experiencing severe risk factors, in a high 
pressure situation where the kids are at home all day, parents are already stressed, one or 
other parents may have lost their job and grandparents and friends are not allowed to visit 
and offer support.  
At the best of times, around 10% of new mothers face perinatal mental illness 7, but now 
the GP is closed, as is the Children’s Centre and playgroups and playgrounds, and the health 
visitor, where she ‘visits’, is doing so by video link. 
This briefing from the Children’s Commissioner’s Office raises concerns about the limitations 
in support offered to new families under lockdown, the reductions in contact with health 
visitors, and the inability to maintain birth registers. It highlights the need for policymakers 
to put families with young children, and especially those with new-borns, at the heart of 
coronavirus planning. 

 

 

COVID-19 and 
safeguarding 
adults FAQs 

The FAQs in this briefing from the LGA and ADSS are grouped under three headings:  

 overarching issues; 

 issues for Safeguarding Adults Boards (SABs); and 

 safeguarding issues regarding specific areas of abuse or neglect. 
It is aimed at a wide range of people involved in safeguarding adults including local 
government officers and members as well as partners of SABs 
Covid-19 & Safeguarding Adults FAQs.pdf 

 

 

 

Training Update 

 

Although we are still not able to put on any face-to-face training we are expanding the 
range of topics for which we have on-line learning available through our website: 
safeguardingpartnership.swindon.gov.uk/training  

 safeguardingpartnership@swindon.gov.uk                         safeguardingpartnership.swindon.gov.uk                                                                                                                     
  01793 463803                                                                            @Swindonsafegua1 

 

SSP 
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