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Coronavirus: 
gang-activity 

and child 
exploitation  

The National Youth Agency (NYA) has published a report on how gangs have adapted to 
the coronavirus pandemic by grooming new children and changing locations. 
Findings from the report include: 

 gangs in some areas are using lockdown as a ‘recruitment drive’ for young people with 
vulnerabilities, including through social media and cyber grooming; 

 gangs are grooming vulnerable young people who are outdoors in unsafe environments, 
for example young people who may be outside the home due to domestic abuse or 
strained family relationships; and, 

 lack of youth workers during the pandemic has restricted opportunities for young people 
to exit gangs safely. 

'Hidden in Plain Sight' – A Youth Work Response to Gangs and Exploitation during COVID-19 
 

 

 

Swindon SEND Families Voice is a Community Interest Company. They are the parent carer 
forum for Swindon supporting the parents and carers of children and young people with 
Special Educational Needs and Disabilities aged 0-25 years. 
The Summer 2020 newsletter is available now at: 
swindonsendfamiliesvoice.org.uk/SUMMER-Newsletter-2020-WEB-VERSION.pdf   

 

 

 

Mental health 
of infants in 

care 

During the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic, the Glasgow Infant and Family Team (GIFT) 
has been considering the experience of the infants with whom they work, and how to 
collaborate with caregivers and parents to support their wellbeing. The impact of COVID-19 
and governmental restrictions is universal; for many, it has been accompanied by worry and 
discomfort in uncertainty. For families with young children in care, often facing high levels 
of stress and adversity already, these circumstances are especially challenging. 
Read the article at: www.researchinpractice.org.uk/supporting-the-mental-health-of-
infants-in-care-during-the-pandemic/  

 

 

Virtual 
Classroom: 

TRH@TRT & 
MASH Open 

Events 
 

NEW DATES 
 

Book Here 

‘The Right Help at the Right Time’  NEW DATES – 29th July & 17th August 
This online session will: 

 Help you to understand the thresholds for taking action in response to different levels 
of need and give you practical support in applying them to scenarios drawn from real 
cases. 

 Give you the opportunity to work with colleagues from across the safeguarding 
partnership as you develop a common understanding of the different levels of need and 
risk. 

 Consider how best to share concerns you might have for children you work with to 
ensure that they receive the right help at the right time. 

 Provide you with a better understanding of what to do if you disagree with another 
professional about the best way to meet a child’s needs and how to do this within the 
context of the SSP Escalation policy 

There are also a series of virtual MASH open events where you can talk to members of the 
MASH, find out what they do and how you can work with them to ensure that children do 
get the right help at the right time. Dates for the first two sessions are 14th July and 7th 
August 

 

 

 

 

Domestic 
Abuse 

Covid-19 – Domestic Abuse – How to leave your abusive partner safely in lockdown. 
This Chanel 5 programme provides a comprehensive guide to walking away safely from 
domestic abuse. It was first shown on 13th May but is still available on catch-up. 
www.channel5.com/show/how-to-leave-your-abusive-partner-safely-in-lockdown/  
 

Remember, the Swindon Domestic Abuse Support Service (SDASS) 24 Hour helpline on 
01793 610610 can provide support to male and female victims. 
The National Domestic Abuse Helpline is 0808 2000 247 or www.nationaldahelpline.org.uk 
Men’s Advice Line (for male victims of domestic abuse)  0808 8010 327 

 

 

SSP 

http://email.nspcc.org.uk/c/1Gg47RXm5MnfVcmdnv1fyJC1g
https://swindonsendfamiliesvoice.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/SSFV-SUMMER-Newsletter-2020-WEB-VERSION.pdf
https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/services-children-families/infant-and-family-teams
https://www.researchinpractice.org.uk/children/news-views/2020/june/supporting-the-mental-health-of-infants-in-care-during-the-pandemic/
https://www.researchinpractice.org.uk/children/news-views/2020/june/supporting-the-mental-health-of-infants-in-care-during-the-pandemic/
https://safeguardingpartnership.swindon.gov.uk/info/4/training/11/training/9
https://safeguardingpartnership.swindon.gov.uk/downloads/file/381/right_help_right_time_2020
https://www.channel5.com/show/how-to-leave-your-abusive-partner-safely-in-lockdown/
http://www.nationaldahelpline.org.uk/


 

Gillick Competence, Fraser Guidelines  
NSPCC Learning has updated information about Gillick competency and Fraser guidelines, 
which help people who work with children to balance the need to listen to children's wishes 
with the responsibility to keep them safe. 
Read the guidance at learning.nspcc.org.uk/gillick-competence-fraser-guidelines  

 

 

 
Educational 
Psychology 

Service 

School  Transitions - Social distancing has changed the way we have all lived and our daily 
experiences and routines have been significantly altered over the last months. For both 
children and adults, the return to school will present another major change, bringing both 
challenge and opportunity. It is likely to throw up a wide range of feelings, from anxiety and 
frustration to relief and excitement. 
This guidance helps schools to support children and young people in managing this 
transition. Educational Psychology Service - Promoting Positive Transition 

 

 

 

Newsletter 

This first newsletter from the national panel includes: 
 What are the risks for babies under one in lockdown? 

 Local Child Safeguarding Practice Reviews  
 Safeguarding Children at Risk from Criminal Exploitation  
 Panel Updates 

 Stakeholder News –recently published resources  
 Have Your Say – Share good practice from your area 

newsletter-child-safeguarding-practice-review-panel 
 

 

 

Safeguarding 
and the 
Housing 
Industry 

 

 

 Inventory Base, a company providing software to housing professionals, have released a 
podcast in association with the NSPCC discussing the role housing professionals can play in 
identifying potential signs of abuse and neglect in homes they are visiting. 
Apple: Safeguarding: why the housing industry has a duty of care 
Spotify: Safeguarding: why the housing industry has a duty of care 
Transistor: Safeguarding: why the housing industry has a duty of care 
 

The NSPCC have also developed free online Safeguarding awareness training for workers 
who enter people's homes which can be accessed at: 
https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/training/safeguarding-awareness-course  

 

 

 
COVID-19 and 
safeguarding  

Tri.x maintain a resources website with lots of information for workers in both children 
and adult safeguarding roles. Whilst you must make sure that you follow your 
organisations policies on working during the pandemic the site is a good source of advice 
and guidance on a range of safeguarding topics.  

 One of their most recent briefings is on Learning Disability and Covid-19 which can be 
found at: www.trixonline.co.uk/learning-disability-and-covid-19  

 COVID-19  Information for Adult Social Care is at:  
www.trixonline.co.uk/covid-19-information-for-adult-social-care  

 COVID-19 Information for Childrens Social Care is at:  
www.trixonline.co.uk/covid-19-information-for-childrens-social-care 

 

 

 

Fabulous 
Fortnight 
12th -25th June 

NHS Safeguarding has put together seven webinar presentations as part of their Fabulous 

Fortnight to promote safeguarding. The events run from the 12th to the 25th June and 

details of how to join each event is in the flyer below. The events are open to everyone so 

please highlight to your staff.  Safeguarding Fabulous Fortnight 

 safeguardingpartnership@swindon.gov.uk                         safeguardingpartnership.swindon.gov.uk                                                                                                                     
  01793 463803                                                                            @Swindonsafegua1 

 

Although we are still not able to put on any face-to-face training we are expanding the range of topics for which 
we have on-line learning available through our website: safeguardingpartnership.swindon.gov.uk/training 

 

 

https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/child-protection-system/gillick-competence-fraser-guidelines
https://swindon.mylifeportal.co.uk/media/34240/swindon-educational-psychology-service-promoting-positive-transition-during-and-after-a-pandemic.docx
https://mailchi.mp/e68674221310/newsletter-child-safeguarding-practice-review-panel-5075685?e=61e1594b69
http://email.nspcc.org.uk/c/1Gg2gaYkAzjLRMKFjWD5wnNoX
http://email.nspcc.org.uk/c/1Gg2kajG1iFgPLuRbw1rfmpuy
http://email.nspcc.org.uk/c/1Gg2o9F1s20LNKf335pMYl1A9
https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/training/safeguarding-awareness-course
https://www.trixonline.co.uk/articles/learning-disability-and-covid-19/
https://www.trixonline.co.uk/media/1571/covid-19-information-for-adult-social-care-updated-110620.pdf
https://www.trixonline.co.uk/media/1570/covid-19-information-for-childrens-social-care-updated-110620.pdf
https://www.wirralsafeguarding.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Safeguarding-Fabulous-Fortnight.pdf
mailto:safeguardingpartnership@swindon.gov.uk
https://safeguardingpartnership.swindon.gov.uk/
https://twitter.com/SwindonSafegua1
https://safeguardingpartnership.swindon.gov.uk/info/4/training/11/training/9

