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Understanding 
Mental Illness 

Learning from a multi-agency audit recently considered by the Performance and 
Quality Assurance Group, suggested that sometimes adults are described as having a 
mental illness without there necessarily being an understanding of how this affects 
them and how the illness impacts on their ability to meet their children’s needs. As we 
look to promote closer working between children and adult focussed services this 
useful resource can help practitioners to understand more about a range of mental 
health conditions. 
Rethink Mental Illness is an organisation that works to transform both the lives of 
people affected by mental illness and the services that support them. 
rethink.org/advice-and-information/learn-more-about-conditions/  

 

 

Child 
Protection 

Conferences 

Conference Chairs authority to overrule the decision in Child Protection Conferences 
Important Change – effective 1st July 2020 

In exceptional circumstances, the Independent Chair of the Child Protection 
Conference can formally change the decision that conference members have made 
regarding the threshold for a child protection plan.  
Exceptional circumstances will include where no agreement can be reached within 
conference or where the Chair believes that there is a safeguarding need to override 
the majority or consensus view of the conference in relation to making a child(ren) 
subject of a Child Protection Plan.  
This decision should be based on their assessment of risk for the individual child(ren) 
involved and the rationale for the Chair’s decision should be clearly recorded in the 
Conference minutes. Professionals are able to formally dissent against this ruling and 
this must be recorded on the Conference minutes. The Chair will notify the Team 
Manager for the Quality Assurance & Review Service of the decision within 2 working 
days and they will review the decision and determine whether there is a need to 
reconvene the Child Protection Conference or whether the decision should stand. 

 

 

 
 

Adult 
Safeguarding  
Free Training 

SCIE has developed a series of webinars to support practitioners to keep vulnerable 
adults safe in a variety of settings. There are currently two courses available, 
The first looks at adult safeguarding and covers: The six principles of adult safeguarding, 
making safeguarding personal, information sharing, human rights, S42 Enquiries for 
providers and, self-neglect and safeguarding. 
The second is on the Mental Capacity Act and covers: Supporting decision-making, 
assessing capacity, best interest decisions, planning & protections and, Deprivation of 
Liberty and Liberty Protection Safeguards. 
You’ll need to register with SCIE and both courses can be accessed at: 
https://www.scie.org.uk/care-providers/coronavirus-covid-19/virtual-courses 

 

 
  

 

Keeping 
Children Safe 
in Education 

KCSIE 2020 – Effective 1st September 2020 
The DfE have revised the KCSIE guidance in three main areas. Firstly, where legislation 
has required it e.g. reflecting mandatory Relationship Education, Relationship and Sex 
Education and Health Education. Secondly, where there is helpful additional 
information that will support schools and colleges protect their children e.g. mental 
health, domestic abuse, child criminal and sexual exploitation and county lines. Finally, 
important clarifications to promote better understanding of the guidance. 
Keeping_children_safe_in_education_2020.pdf 
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Virtual 
Assessments 

Produced by the CCG and aimed primarily at health professionals, this guidance 
contains useful information for all those working with children and adults where non 
face-to-face assessments and reviews (NFFHAR) might be necessary. 
In the first instance, you should follow your own agency guidance on safe working 
practices but this may be of interest to those looking to supplement their own 

knowledge and practice.  
Safeguarding Guidance to Health Professionals conducting NFFHAR 

 

 

Virtual 
Classroom 

 

NEW DATES 
 

Book Here 

‘The Right Help at the Right Time’  – 29th July & 17th August 
Understand the thresholds for taking action in response to different levels of need and 
practical support in applying them to scenarios drawn from real cases. 
 

Virtual MASH open events  - 14th July and 7th August 
Talk to members of the MASH, find out what they do and how you can work with them 
to ensure that children do get the right help at the right time.  
 

Child Sexual Exploitation Practice Reflection Workshop – 8th July 
CSE definitions, local trends and issues and how risk assessment and disruption activity 
can be used in multi-agency working to disrupt perpetrators, protect children, and help 
them to recover from abuse or risk of abuse. 
 

Online Level 2 and Level 3 Child Protection Course 
We are currently piloting online versions of our popular L2 & L3 courses and will 
publicise dates once these have been evaluated.  
 

Remember: Although we are still not able to put on any face-to-face training, we are 
expanding the range of topics for which we have on-line learning available. Look for 
the next edition of this news sheet or visit safeguardingpartnership.swindon.gov.uk/  

 

 

 

 
 
 

Safeguarding 
Adults with 
Dementia 

There are increased concerns that, during the COVID-19 crisis, people with dementia 
may be more vulnerable to abuse or neglect. This may be a result of: 

 increased social isolation 
 stress on carers and caring relationships 
 overstretched and stressed care staff 
 an increase in criminal behaviour (scams etc) 
 an increase in domestic abuse 
 a range of new contacts (volunteers, those delivering food and medicines).  

 

This quick guide for carers in care homes supporting residents living with dementia 
during the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic covers four clinical situations that may 
help to illustrate some challenges. These include:  

 Understanding signs of COVID-19 
 Helping residents with confusion 
 Managing behavioural challenges 
 Supporting residents with end-of-life care 

www.scie.org.uk/care-providers/coronavirus-covid-19/dementia/safeguarding  
 

 

 

Youth Isolation - It is widely known that loneliness is a feeling experienced by many 
older people, but there is less awareness that significant numbers of young people also 
suffer from feelings of isolation and loneliness.  
In fact, research suggests that children and young people are the group that is most 
susceptible to this damaging emotion. These resources from the Neighbourhood Watch 
provide further information about the impact of loneliness and isolation, and offers 
advice on how to support young people living with these emotions. 
ourwatch.org.uk/crime-prevention/reducing-risk-toolkits/youth-isolation  
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