
You can’t turn 

back yesterday. 

Today is a new day, 

tomorrow is my future.

Prevention 

programme

South West
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Who are we?  

140

years 

old

71 
frontline 
services

780 

staff
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The Children’s Society
Exploitation Prevention Programme, 

England and Wales
The Children’s Society is delivering a service

aimed at preventing and lowering incidences

of child exploitation including (sexual, criminal

and modern day slavery) on a regional basis

across England and Wales.

Our service is based on a network of 10

specialist Prevention Officers, each covering

a designated policing region. The programme

focusses on utilising contextual safeguarding

approaches.
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The Prevention 

Officers work in 

partnership with 

multi-agency 

professionals 

including Regional 

Organised Crime 

Units, Health, 

Education, Social 

Care, Sport and other 

Voluntary, Community 

and Faith sector 

organisations 

Identify hot spot locations, priority areas and specific 
threats in each region.

Deliver targeted activities using contextual safeguarding 

approaches

Collect intelligence and bring insight on the current 

nature of the threat through partnership engagement

Co-ordinate the involvement of relevant local 

organisations to avoid duplication

Provide tactical advice to safeguarding and disrupting 
abuse, exploitation, modern day slavery and human 

trafficking

What do we do?
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Emerging trends of exploitation

 Knife crime, carrying a weapon

 Gaming applications- online exploitation

 Peer to peer abuse

 Explicit images

 Car crime and theft
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Knife Crime- why do young people carry weapons?

 Protection and sense of security

 Social status

 Peer pressure

 Fear/intimidation

 Fear of reprisals

 Earn respect
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Gaming applications and online exploitation

Online gaming also gives predators a logical topic to start a conversation

with their intended victims

Children tend to be trusting online and often befriend strangers

of any age or sex. 

They often befriend children, giving them game tips, or providing game

currency.

Some games include team play, or allow players to communicate

through headsets, web cameras, and chat rooms.



Page 8

 Bullying or Peer Abuse occurs when children are singled out for ridicule

and tormented by peers who are relatively more powerful than they are.

 The children who do the tormenting are often older, physically larger,

more aggressive or more socially powerful than their victims.

 A form of control, testing of power.

 Insecurity.

 A home life with challenges.

 Safeguarding responses need to engage with the peer groups, schools

and neighbourhoods. 

 Online abuse and exploitation

Peer to peer abuse
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Explicit images and ‘Sextortion’.

 An increase during 2020 of the sharing of indecent images.

 Asked for more images and not payment

 Fear of reprisals and escalation

 Linked to gaming applications and other social media accounts

 Male and female perpetrators

 Remote mothering
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 Increase in children committing car crime

 Car thefts, for the purposes of trafficking

 Less detectable during Lockdown

 Other modes of transport

 Cars online 

Car crime and exploitation



CCE Stage of recruitment:

11
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Priorities 2021/2022
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Jackie Thomas

Prevention Officer South West

Jackie.Thomas@childrenssociety.org.uk


